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Billy Wilkes Brings the 2021
Craven County Recreation and Parks Year in Review
Billy Wilkes currently serves as Recreation & Parks Director for
Craven County. He has served in Craven County for over 30 years. His
first stop was the City Of New Bern from 1990-1995 and has worked
the last 25 years at Craven County in a variety of capacities including
Program Manager, Assistant Director and Director. Billy has been
married to Karen for 27 years and has two children Hannah and Miles.
He has taught tennis and coached baseball and basketball through
the years. He was a 1988 graduate of Craven Community College and
a 1990 graduate of Pembroke State University. Billy was a Recreation
Management major with involvement in the Parks and Recreation
Club and he lettered in tennis. He is the current President-elect of
the North Carolina Recreation and Parks Association.
Everything you will see on the next several pages has been
done under Billy’s management with only eight other employees. Today’s County Commissioners are 100% in favor of
helping the projects and progress in our parks.
They recognize the benefit for all.

Besides adding
the new office and
walking trails, the
batting cages were
improved with new
surfacing of artificial
turf. The improvements to the area
have attracted the
largest number of
users ever.
The docks now
sport new surfaces,
fully accessible kayak
launch platforms and
cut-outs for fishing.
State and County
funding made this
possible.

West Craven Park saw the addition of new Outdoor Fitness Equipment, a paved quarter-mile walking trail, and water fountain installed
next to the tennis courts.

Rocky Run Playground added new play structures.

Neuse River Senior
Games were cancelled in
2020. 2021 saw 156 participants via virtual SilverArts competitions and
outdoor athletic events at
West New Bern Recreation Center and Creekside
Park. 25 of the 156 participants competed in NC
finals competition.

New Activities Added
Volleyball and
Spring Adult Sand Volleyball league were
added at Creekside
Park. The league is
now the largest ever
with 14 teams in two
divisions. A fall season and youth season
were also added. Over
50 played in its first
year.

Last year camps filled as
soon as they were announced.

Co-ed softball added a new team. The co-ed kickball league doubled to over 250 participants.

Blue and green are existing walking trails. The red line represents the part
which will connect and facilitate a walk
around the entire park offering views of
the water as well.

A 7-acre nature park will be added on
Brice’s Creek to meet the needs of this
growing area.
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We have a decent
amount towards the goal
for the year.


Barry will soon start the
accounting of all of our
voluntary hours. Keep a
record of your hours.
He and Barry meet every
Wednesday morning 9
AM at Country Biscuit.
Call if you would like to
be there too.
The board meeting will
be this Monday via
Zoom.

The trip for Barbara’s
former club to Honduras was
cancelled again this year because of the risk of Covid.

Membership
Deedra
She plans to be bringing
in new members between now
and the end of our fiscal year.

RCS
Cinda
Mitch, Bette, George
Brake, Bob Dofner, Jeff
Opel, Carmen and Paul were
there New Years Even. 1/7 is
our first day of 2022 to cook
and serve. They are fully
staffed.

Membership

Highway CleanUp
Dick

Deedra
She plans to be bringing
in new members between now
and the end of our fiscal year.

There was a full house
for the clean up. Weather will
be cold but clear. See picture on
page 9.

Foundation
Paul
Paul will have an extensive 6-month report next
week. He expects it to be a
good one.

Brant— $1 for Barry’s recovery. $1 for our potential new
member, Jim Robinson, who
has tested positive. $1 for
Billy who has a lot going on
in his life but spent time here
with us today.

Joe— $1 For the Billy
Wilkes and all he does. $1
For President Barry being
back today. $1 for the members being here for him.

John— $1 The kitchen
range may soon be in New
Bern. His son said it would
arrive at the wholesalers on
1/10 and he would bring it to
New Bern on 1/11. Stay
tuned for the continuing
saga.

Barry— $1 for George B
being the greeter this morning. $1 for Allen leading the
pledge. $1 for Andy giving
the invocation. $1 Billy for
giving us a fine, timely program. $1 for Brant filling in
for him and doing many
things for the club.

Bob R— $1 Wishes to pay a

happy dollar to celebrate
Ohio State being the Rose
Bowl Champions. And he
came dressed for the occa-

Barton— $1 He’s happy to
be here! $1 He’s sorry he
missed the Christmas and
New Year’s meetings!

Cinda— $5 For the soup
kitchen doing very well. All
are invited to join the happy
crew as you are able.

Joni— $5 for finally getting
here after a very busy time at
work. Also for her 5 sassy
granddaughters and the
drama. And Billy for all he
does. He and the staff have
always been very accommodating to the Foundation
when they needed a park.

Ramona— $1 for this year’s
SEC champions. Georgia
claimed this year’s title making Ramona very happy.

Deedra— $1 She is very
happy to see Harry and
Linda MacDonald here. $1
for Habitat staffer David
Holbert. David, the father of
5 with another soon to appear, was seriously injured in
an accident. He has spent
much time since in the hospital and continues to be unable to work. There will be a
benefit for the Holbert family 1/28 at The Garage, 1209
Hwy 70E (from downtown
on the right, just beyond
Beartown Bistro). Please see
Deedra for raffle tickets for
three great prizes.

Mike— $1 for Billy and all
of the great things he has
done for our Recreation &
Parks. Mike has a photo of
his two boys when they were
very small, fishing on the
docks at Creekside Park.

Historical Data, our Rotary Club
and the World
Joe
Member Birthdays
1/08 Annette Walker

Partner Birthdays
1/06 Debbie Davis (Rick)

Member Anniversary
1/10 Johnny Robinson—19 years

Historical Events
1/06/2021 US Capitol was attacked by a protesting mob
1/06/1931 Thomas Edison procured his last patent (an electroplating process)
1/08/1813 The US National debt was $0 for the first and last time
1/09/2007 CEO Steve Jobs announces the iPhone9

Holidays
1/06 in Epiphany (Three Kings Day) 12 days after Christmas
1/08 International Typing Day
1/09 Take the Stairs Day and National Nerd Day
1/10 Houseplant Day remember to water yours
1/11 International Thank You Day and Learn Your Name in Morse Code Day
1/12 Kiss a Ginger Day. Red hair is disappearing around the world
So kiss a ginger while you still can!!!

Highway Clean-up on Saturday, January 8 – for almost 3 hours.
Unofficial count: 41 bags! It was a disgusting mess out there!
L-R: Harry MacDonald, Andy Garlick, Dick Peebles, Paul Platek,
Tom Gingrich, David Whitley, Barry Lutz, Deedra (in the
shadow he met the group later)

Bob D
wins $15
lunch
money!!!

The Queen and
over $200 will
be waiting for
YOU next
week!

