
 Beth Nelson raised her three children in Connecticut. 

Because one of her sons had a learning disability she became a volunteer 
for the Learning Disability Association. Eventually she returned to UConn 

to become a Paralegal and work with other parents assuring all children 

received assistance in meeting their educational needs. 

 Her next position was working with a law firm researching laws 
that helped with the lawyers pro bono cases. And finally she worked with 

the Connecticut Internal Revenue Service. 

 She retired at 58 to take care of her husband who was ill. Her 
helping is now back to volunteering. She is with us today to speak about her newest endeavor, 

The Lions Club and their many activities besides working for the blind. 

 Beth tells us she is new to the Lions and also the President. She researched the Lions 
Club thoroughly to bring this information to us. The Lions Club was started in 1917 by insur-

ance agent Melvin Jones. He felt that his employees and others should give back to the commu-

nity. He was able to find programs for people who needed help. Helen Keller approached the 

club asking that they make those with vision disabilities one of their focuses saying they would 
be her “knights” for the blind if they did. 

 They currently have 48,000 clubs in 200 countries with a total of 1.4 million members. 

Their main goal continues to be helping those who are blind or visually impaired via contribut-
ing to research through their fundraisers. There are canes with GPS-like abilities, leader dogs 

with a GPS on their collars, glasses for the color blind that open up many professions that oth-

erwise would be out of the question. eSight is a low vision device, more commonly referred to 
as electronic eyewear, which functions by stimulating synaptic activity from the remaining pho-

toreceptor function of the user’s eyes. Using a cutting edge camera, smart algorithms, and high

-resolution screens, the assistive technology maximizes the visual information provided to the 

brain to naturally compensate for gaps in the user’s field of view.  
 The Industry for the Blind’s mission is to provide employment opportunities for people 

who are blind or visually impaired. Their services include design, source, and produce the fully 

compliant, custom products and kits our customers need—when they need them. They offer 
comprehensive interior solutions including design to create more effective government work-

spaces. Their services include design, source, and produce the fully compliant, custom products 

and kits our customers need—when they need them.  
 Lion Club members are busy with many events to help the visually impaired. A compara-

tively recent innovation, the “Spot Machine” enables members to offer a very simple screening 

which can detect children’s vision issues. A report given to the parents tells their Ophthalmolo-

gist what was found. From here on the Lion’s Club pays all expenses for that patient. They con-
tribute to RCS and members serve meals. Beth and some of her friends bake bread and des-

serts. They have filled bags with personal needs—socks is the number one requested item. 

They partner with Quest International to help youth. They volunteer for relief work during 
floods and other disasters. International provides screening and education in Asia. They have 

worked with Habitat, building over 3,000 homes. The Gates Foundation matches what they 

bring for childhood inoculations throughout the world. This is only part of what they do. 
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CART 
                    John  
  

         Will there soon be an-

other $100 bill? It’s impor-

tant to support Alzheimer's 

research. No one is immune.            

       Just had a terrible 

thought: what if the research 

finds chocolate or scotch 

(fill in your vices) is a con-

tributing factor? Oh well, no 

need to have enjoyable ex-

periences if you can’t re-

member them. 

       Dig deep—bring lots of 

$$$ every week. 

Highway CleanUp              
                       Dick 
       

       Don’t forget to sign up 

for the next opportunity to 

shine!!  

       Call Dick at 252-571-

3666 to sign up now to 

proudly wear the orange 

vest of honor and carry the 

coveted pickerupper!  

       Meet on November 13 

at 8 AM at the Glenburnie 

Exxon. The honor is supple-

mented with croissants. 

Raining = no go!!  

Membership 
                     Deedra/Dwight 

        
 Deedra presented a 

new member packed and wel-

comed our newest member, 

Larry Rubio. His sponsor, 

Clifton Pike, gave him his Ro-

tary pin. Larry came in first in 

the Craig Brake Color 4 Can-

cer race this past weekend. He 

has already helped the club on 

several projects even before 

being inducted. 

President’s Message 

                                    Barry 

 Bring non-perishables for 

RCS 

      Mark your calendar for  

       shredder event  

 12/4The board approved 

our continued support of 

the Neuse River Bridge 

Run water station in the 

spring. 

  

Foundation 

                                              Paul 

       November is Rotary 

Foundation Montth 

        The Talaban Health Min-

istry is running a 4-day na-

tionwide polio vaccination 

aimed at inoculating children 

under 5. 

         Hopefully you have re-

ceived mail about giving to 

the Foundation through a gift 

annuity. Call Paul for help. 

Rotary Foundation was listed 

in Bottom Line as one of the 

ten top foundations through 

out the world. 

Shredding Event 
            

     The next event will be 

12/4 in FFH 9am to 12pm, 

and the Cotton Funeral 

Home parking lot from 

1pm to 3pm 



Joe— $1 thanks to our guest 

speaker; $1 for being at the 

meeting for Joe! 

Barry— $1for Bobbi for 
leading the pledge; $1 for 

Andy bring us the invoca-

tion; $2 for Deedra handling 

happy dollars and for cover-
ing for Karen; $1 Randy for 

all of the work he does be-

hind the scenes; $1 for 
Janet’s work on the 

Sprocket; rest for Brant be-

cause immediately after the 
meeting Barry leaves for 

vacation (he HAD to tell us 

he was heading to the Carib-

bean) and Brant will be prac-
ticing being President until 

he returns. 

John— $1 For our program 

today. It is always good to 

hear about other organiza-

tions and what they do. He 
has realized our nation’s 

economy benefits greatly 

from all of the volunteerism 
there is. 

Clifton— $1  For the most 

committed and patient member-

in-waiting ever, Larry Rubio. 

Larry— $1 for the sunrise 
coming over the bridge this 

morning=another advantage 

of coming to these meetings; 

$1 for November birthdays 
in his family—his grandma 

who will be 84 $1 Thanks 

for allowing him to be part 
of this team. He’s enjoying 

the opportunity to be part of 

the community via NBBR. 

George B— $1 Celebrate a 

very successful Craig Brake 

Memorial Colors 4 Cancer 

last weekend. He estimates 
between $20 and $25,000 

were raised. $1 Big thank 

you to our club for donation 
and individual donations 

from members. $1 for Larry 

Rubio who won first place in 

his class.  $2 because he is 
happy and proud to be a 

member of this club!! 

Deedra— $1 for admitting 

to being 77 years old and 

happy about it. $1 On Satur-

day she will be the mother of 
a 59 year old son $1 Because 

both her son and her grand-

daughter sent her flowers.$1 
on the house:  Norman went 

sailing for her birthday. 

Ramona— $1 Bob really is 
on the way home. It’s taking 

longer than usual because 

the doctors told him to take 

it easy. $5 For the 5 days she 
gets to spend in Indiana for 

her nieces shower. 

Barbara— $1 She needs 
some help with a St. Andrew 

function at 4PM after 

Thanksgiving as bouncers. 

The event of lovely music is 
open to the public so they 

need some extra muscle. 



Historical Data, our Rotary Club                                                              
and the World             Joe 

  

Member Birthdays 
11/12 Chris Richey 
11/15 Johnny Robinson   
11/17 Deedra Durocher who admits to 77  

 

Partner/Member Birthdays 
11/15 Dierdre Kirnan (member and married to Bruce 
     Birnbaum) 
 

Historical Events 

11/11/1918 WWI armistice was signed by the allies and Germanycame into effect at  
11:00 AM. The eleventh hour of the eleventh day of the eleventh month:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PJV7-Pcdf2Q 
11/12/1966 Buzz Aldrin takes the first space selfie during the Gemini space Mission. 
11/13/1875 Yale and Harvard wore the first team uniforms in an American Intercolle-
giate football game. 
11/15/1963 Louie Louie was written by Richard Berry and recorded by The Kingsmen. 
This started the search for the words. The FBI did a report that said they could not 

understand any of them. 

 

Holidays: 
11/11 Veterans Day 
11/12 National Happy Hour Day 
11/13 Sadie Hawkins Day 
11/14 National Pickle Day 
11/15 Odd Sock Day 

Requests from Santa’s Elves 
           Allen  
     Toys 4 Tots collection will begin  at next week’s meeting. Please 
bring an unwrapped toy to support the annual United States Marine 
Corps drive to provide every child a gift for Christmas. 
           Dierdre 
      Items for 110 refugees. Any of the following would be so appreci-
ated:  soap, toothpaste, deodorant, Q tips, shampoo, combs, 
body wash, dish detergent, hand towels, face cloths. Our speaker this 
week is from Refugee Ministries...let’s impress her with our generosity. 
           Zeb 
       Let’s start stocking RCS shelves ahead of the Thanksgiving and 
Christmas holidays. 
            Mike 
        As you clean out closets and drawers to make way for Santa to 
bring new items, remember the Habitat Re-Store can use almost any-
thing to make available for inexpensive gifts and miscellany to sell to 
fill the coiffeurs for the next new home. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PJV7-Pcdf2Q


The Queen will 
be waiting for 

YOU next 

week! 

Ed wins 
$11 

lunch 
money!!


