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 Wendy Card came to New Bern as a retired Navy Chief Hospital Corpsman. 

Having met her not long after she arrived I can tell you that her enthusiasm and 

love and concern for New Bern was blatantly evident. She very quietly worked in the 
background while it looked like highly visible people were flying the plane. Actually, 

her efforts propelled the people and projects and helped create the New Bern you 

know now. 

 Wendy told us she had to teach herself HTML because she felt if she could pro-
duce a comprehensive calendar and blog for the area she would finally make avail-

able a central place for locals and tourists to find events. The real increase in tour-

ism followed the inception of that calendar and then magazine.  

 Denise Wakeman, online visibility expert, in California became her mentor. 
She signed up for a 6-month course. Wendy broke her own rule of not flying to meet 

with Denise and be coached. That time spent with Denise took her from 1,200 to 

12,000 readers a month in less than the six months the course took. By doing eve-

rything Denise suggested. She is now at 70,000 a month. 
 Downtown business owners were asking for something visitors could take with 

them.  She describes the publication she developed as “not so pretty” and says it 

was intended to be a magazine but wasn’t even though it was full of information. In 

2010 General Braaten, then airport director, said he would like to advertise in the 

publication. Wendy put in a little text box and asked $100. Gen Braaten suggested 
developing actual ads. This was contrary to Wendy’s plan to make if free to every-

one. Till then she had been paying out of pocket. People called her without her hav-

ing to pound the pavement.    

 In 2009, for the 300th anniversary edition, she printed a book of all of the ar-
ticles she had written about New Bern. She publishes 4 to 6 articles a day to her 

Website. Denise had taught her social media, podcasts, video and email were the 

tools you use. Facebook was not intended to be your business page. The Website is 

the base and the other things are just an extension of that.     
 In 2012 she and Lisa Bisbee-Lentz began to collaborate and merged the blog 

and Website into a Word Press site.  Lisa declared the magazine to be “pretty ugly” 

and taught Wendy to spiff it up a little. In 2013 she joined forces with  Laura John-

son to produce 3 to 5 minute community radio segments featuring businesses and 

non-profits.  In 2014 the Podsquad was created. It is an hour long radio production 
that goes on podcast stations and videos. Her multi-media company was in full 

swing. Much information comes in via Info@NewBernNow.com and filters out to cal-

endar or articles to NewBernNow.com Website, social media platforms.  

 She also sends out the daily news email at 6:00 PM, which is a summary of ar-
ticles and a video from non-profits and others. 



Special thanks to the New Bern Breakfast Rotary Club for having me as their 
guest speaker during their meeting on October 28. I was surprised and grate-
ful to find out that Simon Lock nominated me for, and I was recognized as a 

Paul Harris Fellow. 

Club Service and Rotary Foundation Director, Deedra Durocher recently 
said, “Our B/S/H/ Oktoberfest event was a huge success! The caterer and 
beverage vendor were sure we wouldn’t get very much in the way of atten-
dance because of the Air Show that morning, concerns for COVID, and a va-
riety of other events going on that evening. However, we hosted approxi-
mately 700 guests, more than we ever have had for attendance at this tradi-
tional German celebration! Because we had some great sponsorships, after 
all the bills are paid, we expect to net about $24,000 for our club’s charities, 
scholarships, and signature Kicks-For-Kids program! We also distributed over 
180 dozen cookies to First Responders in Craven County on 9/11 in recogni-
tion of their service on this National Day of Appreciation. And thanks to one 
of our members, Deirdre Kiernan, we donated 240 Teddy Bears to the Sher-
riff’s office, New Bern Police Department, and New Bern Fire Department for 
them to give to children dealing with trauma who may need to hug a Teddy 

Bear.” 

If you’re thinking about becoming a member of an organization, consider the 
New Bern Breakfast Rotary Club. They were chartered in May 1985 and ac-
cording to the website, their goals “Are to provide service to others, to pro-
mote high ethical standards, and to advance world un-
derstanding, goodwill, and peace through fellowship of 
business, professional, and community leaders. 

https://newbernrotary.org/


CART 
                    John  
  

          John started his report 

with our beloved “GOOOOD 
MORNING EVERYBODY!!!!

He says he’s still looking 

for a $100 in a blue bucket. 

Dig deep for Alzheimer Re-

search. 

 John’s endless ef-

forts for CART, charm, and 

charisma has resulted in a 

huge contribution to our 

club’s CART fund.  

*****See page 6. 

Highway CleanUp              
                       Dick 
       

        Dick makes his very 

fluid committee feel like they 

are the best members in Ro-

tary. He manages to attract 

around 8 Rotarians for the du-

bious thrill of  arriving at the 

Glenburnie west exit at 8 

o’clock on a Saturday morn-

ing to pick up roadside trash. 

Bringing them croissants 

probably helps. 

       He wants all to know that 

there will be another opportu-

nity to serve coming up on 

November 13. So call Dick at 

252-571-3666 to sign up now 

to proudly wear the orange 

vest of honor!  

President’s Message 

                                    Barry 

 We will continue making 

Zoom available for those 

who are unable to make 

the meetings 

 Bring non-perishables for 

RCS 

      Mark your calendar for  

       shredder event 12/4 

Membership 
                     Deedra/Dwight 

  Will be finishing the 

tyear as co-chairs. Their first 

official duty will be to induct 

Larry Rubio. 

Grants 
        Jeff and Charlene 

 They received and 

processed a $500 request for 

the Craig Brake (George’s 

late wife) cancer walk in a 

week’s time!! 

Foundation 
                     Paul 

              Paul has sent an 

email to all about End Polio 

Day. Eight members, Barry, 

Jim and wife Barb, Paul and 

wife Carmen, Bethany Rich-

ards and Doug Richards from 

Bike Box, Deedra, walked 3 

miles. Barry kept going and 

walked 15 miles earning 

$1,250. Total raised was 

$1,735.  It was a beautiful 

day! 

International 
                              Barbara 

  The Wilkes-Barre 

PA Rotarians are back from 

their trip to Honduras. They 

found a site for the next 

school to be built. Construc-

tion starts in February.  

           They also held gift of 

hearing and sight events. 
 Epiphany Interact 
                 Dwight 

       Ms. Bryant, their advi-

sor, visited with three of the 

members who helped at Ok-

toberfest:  Katie Myers who 

will be studying to become a 

lawyer, Maria Poddro who 

wants to study for a profes-

sion which helps people, and 

Hanna VanDyke who would 

like to be a business owner.  

The Interacters helped dur-

ing the last three hours of 

Oktoberfest and stayed until 

the end of clean up.  



Ramona -$1 for how 

much she now appreciates 

Brant.   

$1 for Deedra because she 

was too busy getting set 

up and she put aside tick-

ets for her! 

Ed— $1 His bride of many 

years had her yearly birthday 

bash. He can’t tell us how 

old she is because she hasn’t 
told him lately. She does 

always remind him that she 

is younger than him. To 
which John replies that eve-

ryone is younger than him. 

Mitch— $1 for Bill Tay-

lor’s 36 years. 

George O— $1 George 

reminds us that Ghostwalk 

is coming up. Our own 

Dick Peebles will be one 

of the star performers. 

Thanks to George he will 

have a black tie to wear. 

But George will be direct-

ing a funeral in the morn-

ing so he needs it to be 

clean when Dick returns 

it. 

John— $1  October 15 

marked the second year of 

his finishing radiation. 

Dick— $1 Remember to 

come by and see him at 

Ghostwalk. Hopefully the 

rain will stay away and he 
won’t spill any corn whiskey 

on George’s tie. 

Joe— $1 for the speaker. $1 

for our club being here for 

him. $1 He just wants to 

give another happy dollar! 

Dwight— $4 for his young 

guests and $1 because they 

finished their first quarter 

which is always worth a 
buck.  

Wendy Card— $5 for all 

of us and all we do.  

Paul— $8 for the 8 walkers 

to end Polio. 

Barton— $1 He’s happy 

to be here.  

Jeff— $1 Happy he had an 

opportunity to know Don 

Masch. 

Deedra— $1  for her friend 

Wendy being here. $1 for the 

Fredricksburg Habitat which 

has come to build a house 
here. They have done in 3 

days what the construction 

manager planned for 5 days. 
After that she will buy them 

NC barbecue for lunch. 

Janet— $1 Seems like I met 

Wendy the first day she was 

in New Bern.  She was full 

of enthusiasm and ideas for 
New Bern then. I give her at 

least 50% credit for tourism 

growth since she has been 
here. 

Barbara— $1 Very happy 

to be back from California 

where their gas is now $4.80. 

Barry— $1 Ramona for 

stepping in for Brant $2 for 

Bruce greeting and collect-

ing happy dollars $1 for 
Wendy for the pledge and $1 

for Deedra for the invoca-

tion. 



Shredding Event 
            

     The next event will be 

12/4 in FFH 9am to 12pm, 

and the Cotton Funeral 

Home parking lot from 

1pm to 3pm 

Historical Data, our Rotary Club                                                        
and the World          Joe  

 

Member Anniversaries 
10/31 Allen Curtis—3 years 
11/1 Bill Taylor—36 years 
11/1 Lucien Vaughn—35 years 
11/1 Harris Huddle—33 years 

11/1 Lucine Moffett—26 years 
11/1 Bill Stafford—1 year 
11/1 John Finlayson—1 year 
 

Historical Events 
10/28/1904: St Louis police introduce fingerprints as an investigation method 
10/29/1973: Someone said if Ted Kennedy had been driving a Volkswagen 
when he drove off the Chappaquiddick bridge he would have been president 
10/30/1503: Queen Isabella of Spain banned violence against Native Ameri-
cans 
 

Holidays 
 10/28 National Chocolate Day  
 10/29 National Cat Day. “What greater gift than the love of a cat”, 
Charles Dickens 
 10/30 National Mischief Day—play pranks to put a smile on someone’s face 
10/31 Halloween 
 11/1 National Cook for Your Pet Day 

 11/2 Cookie Monster Day & Plan Your Epitaph Day 
 11/3 National Sandwich Day  

      Deedra pre-
sented Wendy 
with a Paul Harris 
award in honor of 
the self-less con-
tribution she has 
made to the 
growth and well 
being of New 
Bern. 



The old Queen is found 
and now resides in the 

trash can! 
But the CART bucket re-

ceives Jim’s winnings of 
more than $350!! 

There is always a moment’s 

pause when the queen of hearts 

shows up. 

 Jim wins 
$14 

lunch 
money!!! 


