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Bonita Simmons has been singing most of
her life. At the age of 12 she started a choir at
her church called “Tried by Fire”. She has more
recently taken her music to various women’s
prisons in SC, NC, and AL. She was given an
award at The Apollo and was invited to sing in
Germany a couple of years ago.
Her real passion is to assist women coming out of prison. “My Sister’s House”, will be
that home. Today she will tell us the current
status of the project.
She thanked us for our grant last year of
$1,000. She also sang (beautifully) “Oh How I
Love Jesus” for us. Her point—it feels good to
be love. “Tried by Fire” is now a non-profit with
a goal of working for incarcerated women. During her visits she heard over and over that they
had no place to go after prison. In her life, Bonita went home to parents who encouraged her
to try again. Many of these prisoners had burned those bridges.
Bonita had said for many years that one day someone would give them a
house. In 2018, 524 Roundtree Street was given to the group. They began to renovate the house. Unfortunately, the structural engineer who did a more comprehensive examination found many foundation problems. The solution was to make repairs
or tear down the house. The board voted to tear the house down. A generous architect drew the plans for them and now having the money to begin they are moving
forward raising money to complete the project. This will be the first transitional
home in our area. “Anonymous Trust” in Raleigh has donated $50,000.
The residents will be evaluated on a one-by-one basis to determine how long
they will stay. The organization has reached out and formed relationships with many
area agencies. For instance, DHS will choose those who are assigned to the house.
There will be 24/7 counselors for protection and to provide support. They will be accepting personal care products and supplies for the home. RCS has agreed to help
feed them and they will benefit from the community college’s Step to Success programs.
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John
B/S/H/ Oktoberfest
Barbara, Chair
President’s Message
Barry
* Thanks to those of you
who brought in stuffed animals for the law enforcers.
Continue to bring them in
* Club SOCIAL and OFest
celebration September 29
(Weds) at 6PM, New Bern
Golf and Country Club in the
Ballroom. There will be music! No morning meeting.
*Bring non-perishables for
RCS
*Please stop by and thank
our sponsors.

Simply put:
Wir haben gut germacht! =
we did good!!!
A celebration was held on
9/29 at New Bern Golf and
Country Club. Many thanks to
all who worked for 6 months
to make this such a success
and to those who came to help
set up the day of.
The final numbers are not
in but it looks like we will
clear around $24,000. us to do
good in the community and
the world.
Foundation
Paul

Membership
Tony and Paul for Don

Paul brought his neighbor
Jim Karl, who was a member
in Wilmington, to our club
and today welcomes him as a
member.
Jim thanked us for being
so welcoming and spoke to
Paul’s “enthusiasm” when he
encouraged him to join.

CART

He refers us to the latest Rotary and the article
about PolioPlus “Delivering
on a Promise” on page 30.
In 2021 there have
only been two diagnosed
cases of Polio, one in Afghanistan and one in Pakistan.
October 24 is world polio day.
We will be doing a walk
around town to raise funds for
PolioPlus.
Lets all wear red to
our meeting 10/28 in honor of
the official day on 10/24.

John

He says he’s still looking for a $100 in a blue
bucket. Dig deep for Alzheimer Research.

All proceeds go to Alzheimer research..no overhead.
He is still looking for a $100
bill in the blue bucket.
Highway CleanUp
Dick
Last Saturday Andy,
George, Barbara, David
Whitley, and Joe (tripped but
is okay). They picked up 18
bags of trash.

Disaster
Allen
Last month we sent $1,000
to help with recovery from the
last hurricane. A picture of
our members was taken to
send to that New Orleans
Club who wanted to see who
we were.
Fundraising
Don

The next shredder event
will be Saturday, December 4.
It will be in Fairfield Harbour
in the morning and Cotton
Funeral Home in the afternoon. We will need volunteers in the morning and afternoon so email Don with your
choice.
RCS

Shredding Event
Brant for Don

The next event will be 12/4
in FFH 9am to 12pm, and the
Cotton Funeral Home parking
lot from 1pm to 3pm.

Karen for Cinda

88 meals were served last
week. There are 5 Fridays
this month so we will need
help on 10/29.

Barbara— $2 for the
trash pickup where she
found a slightly used tennis racquet and a lampshade.

Deedra— $1 for Bonita
because meeting her and
having her in my life has
been such an inspiration.

Tony— $1 He is happy to
be with the liveliest club in
the district. $1 He will be
happy if some members join
them in Oriental for their car
show.

Paul— $5 for newest member Jim Karl.

Chris— $1 For Barbara’s
great leadership of Oktoberfest.

Dick— $5 for Dr. Owana
who mended his left eye and
not he can SEE — both distance and close.

Ed— $1 He’s happy he didn’t end up in prison in Philadelphia. They took in a chair
to the Philadelphia prison
where they have a program
for the inmates to reupholster furniture. While they
were picking out upholstery
in another room one of the
guards came in and asked if
they were the people who
had brought the chair in.
They owned up to it. Then
he asked if (as he holds up a
knife) this is your knife.
Both he and Mimi denied it.
He feels they were let go
because he was in uniform.
$1 He will not be wearing a
bra on 10/13.

Brant— $1 for our new
member $1 thanks to Gene
for going District for us $1
Thanks to Tony for being
here and he is welcome back
any time. $1 for Bob’s work
as greeter $1 David for leading the pledge $1 for Dwight
filling in for the invocation.
$1 for Andy filling in on
tech duty while Brant fills in
for Barry who is on vacation.$1 for the phenomenal
job Barbara did on Oktoberfest.

Barton— $1 He’s happy
to be here. $1 Thank you,
Barbara, very much for
your Oktoberfest effort.
Janet— $1 Have a closing this morning at 9am.
$1 for office supplies for
Habitat and Bonita.
John— $1 for speaker and
her project. They are worthy of our support both on
a club and individual basis.
Dwight— $1 for Barbara
for the phenomenal job $1
for Bonita for the wonderful
job she is doing for the
women in need.

Joe— $1 for the wonderful
help Bonita is giving the felons. $2 Thanks for singing
happy birthday to him and
thanks for being here for him
every week.

Historical Data, our Rotary Club
and the World

Joe

Member Birthdays
10/7 Joe Pike who enjoyed a NBBR version of “Happy
Birthday”
Member Anniversary
10/9 Dick Peebles—7 years
Historical Events
10/7/1916 Georgia Tech defeated Cumberland 222 to 0
10/8/1918 Corp. Allen York became one of the most
decorated WWI veteran. He received The Medal of Honor
for leading an attack on a German machine gun nest
gathering 35 machine guns, killing at least 25 enemy soldiers, and capturing 132.
10/8/1810 Munich held its first Oktoberfest which lasted
two weeks and sold 2 million gallons of beer
Holidays
 10/7 National Forgiveness and Happiness Day
 10/8 National Fluffermutter Day in honor of the peanut butter and marshmallow cream sandwich.
 10/9 Moldy Cheese Day
 10/11 Boston Marathon Day (was cancelled in 2021)
 10/12 National Farmer Day
 10/13 National No Bra Day in honor of breast cancer
survivors

Andy wins
$13
lunch
money!!!

But he drew the
ten of diamonds
so the Queen is
still hiding.

