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        The Forensics & Evidence Unit is responsible for collecting and processing all evi-
dence for the New Bern Police Department.  This unit is staffed with one Forensic Supervi-
sor and three Detectives.  They are Forensics Sergeant, Sgt. Paul Brown, Det. Christine 
Kelley, Det. Ralph Melton, Det. Sharice Garred, and two Police Service Technicians, 
Monica Perry and our speaker today, Gregg Smith. 
 The Unit is required to maintain expertise in all the latest scientific methods of latent 
print development, trace evidence, blood spatter interpretation, alternative light source evi-
dence collection, and documentation of crime scenes.  The Forensics Unit, on-call 24 hours 
a day, has numerous sections that include, but are not limited to, evidence processing, pho-
tograph development/dark room, and latent print identification/AFIX computer. 

     Appointments are required for property release. Call 252-672-4100 Monday-Friday between the hours of 
8:00 a.m and 4:00 p.m. (excluding Thursdays and holidays) to schedule your appointment. Property will be re-
leased daily (except Thursdays) between the hours of 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
     Gregg, who is the first International Evidence Specialist in the New Bern PD, has managed the NBPD evi-
dence room for 19 years with just 26 months remaining before he retires.  He is with us today to tell us about 
his first crime scene and the mistake he made. 
       Years later he met and made a promise to a friend that he would write a book telling those who follow him 
into his profession how to get it right. As they compared notes he found that this friend had made the same 
mistake.  
       At his first crime scene he was surprised to see that the neighborhood was a typical neighborhood; the 
house was surprisingly nice, not what he expected. He thought this would be a typical breaking and entering. 
As he continued through the house to the crime scene tape he could tell the bedroom he was entering was that 
of a teenager and seemingly unoccupied. Looking more closely he saw two feet sticking out of a comforter and 
then the place where the boy’s face had been. He summoned his courage and education and completed the 
task of working the scene. Usually a crime scene tech is doesn’t talk to anyone on the property. He couldn’t 
help but talk to a few of the officers there, and that is where his mistake comes in. The message they delivered 
drew him in emotionally. 
       The friend he was to make years later had been a juror at the OJ Simpson trial. She told him the jury dis-
cussed, cried, and prayed about the decision they were tasked with making. They could have convicted if only 
68% of the evidence was positive for guilt. 98% of the evidence they had was positive, but they didn’t get it right 
because they let themselves become emotionally involved. They were so conscious of possibility of convicting 
wrongly that they erred in favor of not incarcerating and taking a man’s life from him. In fact, they also let Simp-
son’s fame stand in the way. 
        The book Gregg wrote has sold over 3,000 copies with not one penny of the profit going to him but instead 
to a non-profit which has been very successful with its work. He summed his talk up with a question many have 
asked...’what if’.  ‘what if?’ everyone was nice to somebody; ‘what if’ he had received a call to a different 
scene?  ‘what if’ he had stuck to the script and not found out from the officers at the scene that that thirteen 
year old boy had been bullied. That his parents, teachers, friends all knew it and imagined it would go away 
and not bother him. What Gregg calls his mistake was that he cared too much about the thirteen year old boy 
at his first crime scene. But if all of those things hadn’t been, he may not have made the promise to write that 
book and the cause against bullying would not have benefitted from the sales. 
        He ended with a chilling fact about self inflected gunshots. There is about five seconds from the time the 
trigger is pulled, the time it registers what the victim has done, and the time the brain dies. During that time the 
brain is still thinking...the last thing he hears is the sound of the gun. 



 B/S/H/ Oktoberfest 
                Barbara, Chair 

 

      Because of the members 

efforts the event is already a 

success.  Smile and help any-

one who may have a problem. 

     Thanks to Bob’s sugges-

tion, we will have placemats 

with our sponsors on them.     

     At the end of the night, 

members who are still there 

can buy discounted bottles of 

wine!   

President’s Message 

                              Barry 

* Thanks to those of you 

who brought in stuffed ani-

mals for the law enforcers. 

Continue to bring them in 

* Club SOCIAL and OFest 

celebration September 29 

(Weds) at 6PM, New Bern 

Golf and Country Club in the 

Ballroom. There will be mu-

sic! No morning meeting. 

*Bring non-perishables for 

RCS 

*Please stop by and thank 

our sponsors. 

 

Membership 
                     Don 
  

       One membership applica-

tion is in the works. It should 

be completed and inducted 

shortly. Another one is start-

ing through the process. Con-

tinue reaching out to meetings 

and the social. 

RCS 
                     Cinda 
  

               There are still open-

ings for October 1. 

CART 
                    John 
  

          He says there is no evi-

dence of money in his blue 

bucket. Dig deep for Alz-

heimer Research. 

Youth 
                     Cecilia 

 She is in the process 

of locating some of our past 

scholarship recipients who 

have graduated from college. 

She has found one who gradu-

ated from Clemson and one 

who graduated from NC State 

and asked them to visit a 

meeting. She needs non-

Rotarian community members 

to sit on the committee. They 

only meet one time in March. 

Send anyone whose agreed to 

the position to ceciliachit-

tick@gmail.com . 

CART               
                John 
       

          All proceeds go to Alz-

heimer research..no overhead.  

He is still looking for a $100 

bill in the blue bucket. 

Highway CleanUp              
                    Dick 
       

        Our clean up date is 10/2. 

Dick has put forth a bribe of 

croissants and water hoping 6 

people will get in touch with 

him to work that day. (252-

571-3666) Your opportunity 

to make one part of Hwy 70 

sparkle.  Meet at the Exxon at 

the entrance to Greenbrier at 

8:00 am; a little earlier to beat 

the heat!                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Disaster            
                     Allen 
  

       We sent $1,000 to a Ro-

tary Club in New Orleans to 

help in disaster relief for the 

last storm. 

Fundraising 
                    Don 
  

          The next shredder event 

will be Saturday, December 4. 

It will be in Fairfield Harbour 

in the morning. We will need 

volunteers in the morning and 

afternoon. 

Foundation 
                     Paul 

       Randy has let Paul know 

that we received from RI a 

check for $3,789.20 towards 

Kicks fo Kids. That’s the 

highest amount we have ever 

received. 

        

George Brake was awarded 

his first Paul 

Harris Fellow 

making him the 

fifty third mem-

ber of our club 

to become a Fel-

low. 

mailto:ceciliachittick@gmail.com
mailto:ceciliachittick@gmail.com


Mike— $2 for the Harkes 

being with us and $3 for 

Jodi’s birthday which has 

turned out the be a birth-
week celebration. 

Cinda— $6 for the 6 road-

side banners that Dick and 

Pattie Peebles helped put up! 

Charlene— $1 for being 

here and $1 for Joe’s report. 

Dennis— $5 for being in 

New Bern. They left, after 

40 years, to live near their 

daughter and her family. 

They like the Rolling 

Green Retirement area. 

The Lockes are also there! 

Dennis has been to 

Simon’s Rotary club 

there.  Its not as much fun 

as ours— mostly business 

networking group. He pro-

posed a great fundraiser 

for us. They sell 1,000 

tickets at $50 each. Using 

the pick 3 numbers for the 

day the winner gets a 

$250. gift card. The con-

test goes on for a year. 

The least they can make is 

$34,000. 

Per Phyllis:  “It ain’t the 

same!! 

Karen— $1 for their 

youngest granddaughter 

making the varsity soccer 

team in her first year of high 
school! 

Deedra— $1 because all 

that remains on her to-do list 

is thank you notes! 

Barton— $1 for the Okto-

berfest they went to in 

Helen, GA. It’s a German 

town but only had an ac-

cordion and guitars. Not 

even close to what ours 

will be. $1 because he’s 

happy to be here. 

Ed— $1 He’s so glad to see 

Dennis. Dennis forgot to say 

that in Greenville SC there 

are not many former Ma-
rines. 

David Whitley— $5 for 

sitting at a table with all 

pretty women; for the 

speaker; for the Harkes 

being here. 

Paul— $5 for all of the hard 

work for Oktoberfest by Bar-

bara and the committee. 

Ramona— $1 for the great 

work Donna Farmer has 

done behind the scenes. She 

made all of the table OFest 
decorations. $1 We can use 

the pockets from wine bottle 

we can store without dam-
age. 

Dick— $5 for a 

“significant” birthday this 

year for Patty. And for Linda 

MacDonald’s birthday. 

Bob— $1 for his guest 

Charlie. From Michigan and 

looking for a Rotary Club. 

$1 for his recent vacation 
harvesting honey on his fam-

ily farm where he lost 5 

pounds in 8 days. $1 he’s 
glad to be a member of our 

wonderful Rotary Club. 

Brant— $1 for Clifton be-

ing greeter; $1 for Allen 

leading the pledge; $1 for 

Tom bringing us the invoca-
tion; $1 for Ramona taking 

over the tech side of the 

meeting; $1 for Bob keeping 
the order while the electric-

ity did its thing. 

Barbara—$1 for sleeping 

in Sunday morning. 

Joe— $1 for us being here 

for him. $1 for our guest 

speaker. When Joe’s chil-

dren were growing up he 
was working a crime scene 

every night. $1 for whatever. 

George B— $1 He’s just 

happy to be a part of this 

wonderful club. 

Rich— $1 Originally his 

happy dollar was $1. Due to 

inflation after Dennis’s 

speech it has less value. 

Clifton— $1 for a great 

Saturday. He went off shore 

fishing for the day with his 

older son and had a nice 
phone conversation with his 

younger son who was calling 

from Florida. 

Charlie— $1 He introduced 

himself and let us know that 

he has been a Rotarian in 

Michigan. He is the director 
of Public Works for New 

Bern. He has jobs—send 

people. He got a little nerv-
ous when the power went off 

this morning.  (Charlie, go 

ahead and fill out the appli-

cation. It’s a sign!) 



Historical Data, our Rotary Club 
                                          and the World          Joe  

  
Member Birthdays 
9/25  Linda MacDonald 
Partner Birthdays 
9/26 Jodi Davis (Mike) 
 

Member Anniversary 

9/24/2015  Harry MacDonald—6 years 
Wedding Anniversary 
9/28 Bill and Linda Taylor—52 years 
 

Historical Events 
9/25/1906 First Model T left the factory   
9/26/1973 The Concorde crossed the Atlantic in 3 hours 
   And 32 minutes at 954 MPH   
9/28/1928 Penicillin discovered by Alexander Fleming 
 

Holidays 
 9/16  National Collect Rock Day 
 9/17  Constitution Day and Pledge Across America 
 9/18  Big Whopper Wire Day 
 9/18  Locate an Old Friend Day 
 9/19     Talk Like a Pirate Day 
 9/21  Take Someone to a Doctor 
   9/21  World Alzheimer's Day 

 9/22  National Ice Cream Cone and the First Day of Fall 
  

Pre-meeting activity.  Sgt-at-arms Bob has 
the room ready, greeter Clifton is in 
place, Secretary Karen is organizing the 
front, Brant is preparing to be the leader 
of today’s meeting and setting up techni-
cal necessities!! 

     We are so happy former 
member Dennis Harke, Honorary 
Member Phyllis Harke, and Hon-
orary Member Donna Farmer 
with us today. It was great to 
once again hear the famous 
Harke “ooh-rah” at the close of 
today’s meeting! 

Other Guests 
 
Charlie Buchard returns to 
the area from Michigan. 
(Bob) 
 
Larry Rubio who we have 
met before. He has just 
submitted his application 
to join. (Clifton) 
 
     **The Sprocket staff 
apologizes for missing 
these guests photos. We 

will do better when they 
are inducted. 



But he drew the 
4    so the Queen 

is still hiding. 

 Mitch wins 
$21.00 
lunch 

money!!! 


