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The March 25 meeting will be
and by Zoom
Please join us at Baker’s Kitchen for a great breakfast!!
Eddie Foster was teaching at Craven Community College when
they and the City of New Bern began collaboration on The Volt Center. They felt that if they had 100 students go through the center in
the first year they would be successful. In the 20 months the center
has been open, 1,400 students have been educated in one of the
contractor trades. Members of these trades are in demand. The
center provides a certification that is recognized every where in the
world. To earn such recognition the center and instructors had to
be certified by the NCCER and the curriculum and testing developed
by the group. Some students have gone through several of the
trades and are now hiring students out of the school to work for them.
Industry leaders met with the Volt staff and let them know they would like
the potential employees to be trained in soft skills and safety. They want them to
know what is expected of an employee while at work (general behavior).
Retention rate was of concern to the companies The Volt Center serves. Major employers have built assembly lines there so graduates would go into the company with a jump start on how to do the work.
Potential students only need 3 or 4 minutes to register and two to three
days of warehouse training. Sixteen people went through what they are calling the
“fast track” including the assembly lines. Everyone of them were hired. Over 400
people have been awarded positions in these companies.
Eddie told us about one of the graduates, a former inmate who was incarcerated at 17 years old. After serving a 20 year sentence he was released and
guided to the program at the Volt Center. One day Eddie was giving a tour and
presidentation to a group which included Dr. Ray Staats, President of Craven Community College. Eddie felt someone reach around him, pick him up off of the floor
and put him back down. It was the former inmate who was very excited to tell
Eddie he had just received his first paycheck. He spoke for a few minutes about his
journey, leaving everyone in the room teary-eyed.
Plans for the future include solar programs, meeting with new companies
considering or coming to the area to find out what The Volt Center can do for
them.

RCS:
Highway
Cleanup:
Dick
DOT finally picked
up the bags we collected
several weeks ago. There is
more trash and another
pickup will be scheduled.

Shredder
Program

Membership
Richard and Dwight
No report

Health and
Happiness
Bette

Don for Deedra

President’s Report:
*We welcome Zeb
to his first meeting.
*Thanks to Bob R,
Barry and Chris R for meeting with
us via Zoom.
*See picture of the new name
tag. They will be available in a couple of weeks.
*Stay after the meeting next
week for Oktoberfest committee
meeting.

Member Birthday

3/20 Dwight

RCS:
International
Barbara
Barbara has been
told that because of
our decision to reallocate dictionary money to the
teacher’s salary the school
has money to pay the teacher
for the next school year.

Our next work days
are 4/2 and 4/30. Choose
8am to 12 or 10am to 12.
Check with Cinda at 252288-4731 to see staff
needs.
Don’t forget your
apron!

Foundation

Barbara
The date is May 22,
10am to 12pm at St. Andrew Lutheran and 12:30
to 2:30 pm at Fairfield
Harbour. Please sign up.

Cinda

Cinda
Our next work days
are 4/2 and 4/30. Choose
8am to 12 or 10am to 12.
Check with Cinda at 252288-4731 to see staff
needs.
Don’t forget your
apron!

Don presented Cinda her
Paul Harris plus three award.

Interesting Artifact Allen
The club is invited to the
Masonic Lodge on May 13,
5:30 to 6:30 pm to enjoy the
first time anyone outside the
lodge has seen an antique membership printing plate. It is of
the Civil War era having been
taken home to NY with a Union
Soldier.
The bible that George Washington signed will also be out.
The plate will be housed at The
NC History Center.
CART:
John
Bring coins and
American dollars.
Checks made out to New
Bern Breakfast Rotary
Club Charities will be
accepted.

Dwight— $20. Their
daughter and family have
been in Malasia for 20
years will be moving to
New Bern this summer.
Two of his granddaughters will be attending
Epiphany. The oldest girl
will be at High Point.

Tom Gingrich— $1 Many
people were challenged during this long year of Covid
with personal grooming activities. Lack of hair care during the pandemic did not impact his table! $1 for the Garber Methodist challenge “21
in 21”. On 2-21-21members
were challenged to donate 21
pounds of non-perishable food
items to RCS. They actually
collected close to 8,000
pounds.

Mike— $1 Happy to be
here.

Barton— $1 Happy to
be here

Brant— $1 Happy to be
here. $1 Happy that his
daughter’s wonderful
boss is here. $1 challenge for the club. RCS
needs plastic bags. Bring
them to the next meeting.
David Whitley— $1
Gene Foster was a beer
brewer before he moved
to New Bern. When he
was introduced at the
first Rotary meeting,
Johnnie Robinson’s recommendation included
that “that man can brew
some beer”. Gene has
started back brewing.
Paul— $1 for Eddie’s
presentation. Paul’s son
who is special needs
eventually went to Lincoln Tech for automotive
engineering. Many who
are college educated end
up in jobs that do not
require a college degree.

Janet— $1 I’ve been
holding my breath for a
year. Because after
chemo in 2014 my bone
marrow never really
came back to normal.
I’m happy to say that as
of today I am one week
past my second Covid
vaccination!

Barbara— $1 Making a
trip north to Connecticut
tomorrow.

Dwight again— part of
the $20 is to say he saw
Tara Hughes this morning. She wants us to know
that she hasn't been here
but has been working very
hard and is looking forward to being at the meeting next week.

Don— $1 to welcome
Zeb. $1 for Eddie’s
presentation $1 all of the
members who contributed to the international
need in Honduras and to
our foundation pledges
$2 because it’s a great
day to be here.

If you haven’t made it back to a live meeting yet, here’s a sample
of breakfast possibilities to tempt you back. All orders come with coffee or
tea. Place your order with Kim as soon as you are seated.
The Suburban—Two eggs, bacon, sausage links or patties, choice of grits
or home fries or Baker’s Dutch potatoes, and choice of biscuit or toast.
3 slices French Toast or Pancakes, served with butter syrup or sugar free
syrup.
The Farmer’s Wife—Slice of French toast or pancake or grilled cinnamon roll plus 2 eggs, bacon, sausage links or patties.
Twigs and Berries—Vanilla yogurt with blueberries and strawberries
topped with granola, plus toast, biscuit or a muffin.
Eggs to Order—One egg, sausage or bacon, toast or biscuit.
Muffin— Blueberry, cranberry or bran.

Dick Peeples receives
$14 for lunch but the
Queen still holds $124.

Upcoming Calendar
4/8 to 4/11 *Vietnam Wall Tour in New Bern
29-Apr Club Evening Social
8-May Rotary Day at Habitat
13-May Masonic Evening 5:30 to 7:30 PM
22-May Shredder Event
24-Jun NBBR Induction Dinner
*https://www.facebook.com/TheWallThatHealsNewBern/

