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The February 4 meeting will be by Zoom only

Steve Lawson’s path to his life's mission and work began at age
4 when he started playing recreational basketball. He progressed
through AAU basketball, high school basketball, and played one
year of college ball. An injury at the end of his senior year in high
school healed enough to play for one year on a college scholarship
but turned out to be too severe for him to continue with his original plan to play out his four-year scholarship and hopefully professional ball.
This is where we would say WOW, what a shame, etc. etc. When you hear him tell
his story you know without a doubt that he was destined for a greater plan. That accident
gave him the last piece to the fabric of his future. He learned a lesson many never do —
always have a backup plan. He feels that lesson is the reason he coaches and that it completed his preparation to mentor and lead young boys down the right path for their lives,
whatever that may be. He also passes on lessons learned at home about how to be a good
person and treat others. He gives his parents full credit for giving him the basics to being a
respected citizen.
Steve also started the Dion and Ike’s trucking company which hauls small loads of
dirt, stone etc. Their business comes through a broker who gives them daily assignments.
He has used his income from this job and help from his church and various organizations to
pay expenses. They also have food drives every Wednesday and send food home with the
children.
His program started with 7 children in 2017. Those students improvement in basketball has led other children to participate, bringing the enrollment now to 52, ages 4 to 14.
Several parents in three counties bring children with a transportation problem.
Their new location at the former Courts Plus will soon be open from 1 to 8 pm. The
first hour a student arrives is spent doing homework which is supervised and checked. The
center teaches basketball but they require a B average in school to continue.
The program’s greatest success so far is a young man who went home crying the first
day and cried for a couple of months telling his mother that Steve “picked on him”. Evidently the young child had manipulated Mom into being his servant instead of a parent.
Zach stuck it out and is now an honor student and one of the most respectful and mannerly
children there.
Steve’s desired outcome is to see each of his students graduate from high school with
a plan to continue their education in either college or trade school.

Highway
Cleanup:
Dick
There is trash in the
area that was just cleaned
up. However there was a
clear demarcation between
the area we cleaned and
the area which was not
cleaned so he feels that
difference shows the effort
to have been a success. It
was suggested that we
make signs that say
“please dump this side of
the line”.

President’s Report:

Membership
Deedra for
Dwight

Two members have been
processed and Deedra will be
sending them their packets.
She is also talking with someone Simon suggested from
Fairfield Harbor. Remember
we hope to offer non-voting,
honorary memberships.

We are homeless again
as Famous is remodeling to expand the bakery and will no
longer have restaurant staff in
the mornings. The board will be
discussing this and encourages
participation by members. A
committee will be formed. Barbara’s church can be used for
now but we need what will be as
long-term as possible.

Foundation
Deedra
Grants:
Brant

RCS:
Cinda
We continue
to box meals
for the guests.
Our next work day is
2/5. If you can help out,
please call Cinda at 252288-4731.

Justice International, who we
have supported before, will
be brought to the board
and considered for a grant.
The speaker this morning
has given him a few more
ideas!

Disaster:
Allen:
All is well!!
Hope everyone has their
milk and bread in preparation
for the snow storm.
https://www.redcross.org/gethelp/how-to-prepare-foremergencies/survival-kitsupplies.html

Our club is in position to be presented an award form the amount
of donations we have made for PolioPlus.
We have around $4,000 to raise to meet
the President’s goal by the end of June. We
are ahead of New Bern noon. Don added
that we received a letter from District Governor Spencer Stanley as a follow up on our
mid-year assembly presentation congratulating us on the effort we have made and
all we have done this year. Don has also
received notification of two more Paul Harris awards to be presented at our next live
meeting.

Sergeant-atArms
Bob Rigg
He will be checking on our belongs that remain at Famous. Also there are Rotary shirts in various sizes
and colors. Check with him
at 910-330-4962.

CART:

John
Save
coins, paper money and checks
made payable to New
Bern Breakfast Rotary
Charities.

If you’ve been missing all the fun, please join us
Thursday morning at 7:30AM on Zoom:

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89427677270
Meeting ID: 894 2767 7270
One tap mobile
+13126266799,,89427677270# US (Chicago)
+19292056099,,89427677270# US (New York)
Dial by your location
+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)
+1 929 205 6099 US (New York)
+1 301 715 8592 US (Washington D.C)
+1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)
+1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose)
+1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma)
Meeting ID: 894 2767 7270
Find your local number:
https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kcT4dzusVB

Brant—$20 for the
great response and help
at the Greenville
COVID vaccine center.
And I’m happy to be
here.

Paul—$5 for Ground
Hog Day. The movie
Ground Hog Day is one
of his son’s favorites.
Last year he took Paul to
Punxsutawney PA to see
the movie Punxsutawney Phil come out.
35,000 people get there

Barry—$3. $1 to hear
about Steve’s group.
Hearing about such a
wonderful project is a
great way to start the
morning. $1 for the
snow being over. $1 for
being vaccinated.

George O—$5. Very
proud of their daughter,
Rear Admiral Susan
Oresega, (who Zoomed
us about the history of
the COVID work) being
the acting United States
Surgeon General until
the next Surgeon General is confirmed.
**Things will be great
with a nurse in charge**

Deedra—$1. Wanted
us to know that Steve
came to us because of
her seeing him in “52
Heroes” in the Sun Journal. He is doing wonderful work with some very
vulnerable kids and she
hopes we can find ways
to help his cause.
Bob added that he
will be delivering some
cases of water today.
Tom added that he
might want to look
around to see if the
space would be a place
we could meet while we
look for our (hopefully)

Watch this when no one is around to hear you laugh:
https://youtu.be/aww4HT5g7ig
Thanks Deedra for the wonderful laughs!

Thanks and congratulations to us!!
Grant—for organizing our club’s participation in the Greenville vaccine COVID inoculation.
Richard—for the TV coverage of our club’s work on this project.
Pat, Tom, Ramona, Bob, Clifton—Thursday; Ramona, Bob, Dick, Allen—Friday; Dwight,
Lori—Saturday.

Upcoming Calendar
9-Feb Board Meeting
10-Feb Career-related Webinar
20-Feb PETS Registration closes
3/18 to 20 PETS 2021 Online
29-Apr Club Evening Social
8-May Rotary Day at Habitat
24-Jun NBBR Induction Dinner

Health and Happiness:
Bette
Member Birthday
2/2 Clifton Pike
2/2 Paul Platek
Wedding Anniversary
2/2 Steve & Tina Hoard
30 years
Member Anniversary
2/3 Brian & Anna Elks
10 yrs

