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Next week we will be meeting in person at First Baptist Church for our Cookies for First Responders project.   

Thanks again to Brant for helping secure the space.  September 17 will be a Zoom meeting. 

  

 
 Zeb Hough’s education and work history of ministry and not for profit have paved his way 

to RCS.  On June 1, 2020, Zeb accepted the position of executive director at New Bern’s Reli-
gious Community Service’s. He and his family, wife Summer, children Isaiah twelve and Eden 

ten, are excited to begin his role as the organization’s leader in the community.   
 Zeb starts our update by thanking us for our donations and kitchen help.  RCS runs three 
shelters:  Men’s area, women’s area and, just recently opened, veterans’ shelter that will soon 

receive its first three       .   
 The “community kitchen” began as a soup kitchen, where people are fed. RCS now has 

compassionate listening, case management and a sit down dining room where people can spend 
time in community.  For some this is the only meal they have all day.  For others, it is the only 

time they spend time with other people.   
 The emergency basics needs program has been very important over the last several 
months.  In a calendar year RCS usually provides $14,000 to $18,000 in rent and utility assis-

tance.  COVID has increased that amount to $60,000 all ready this year, a new part of that being 
mortgage assistance.  Typically they use 30 to 80 volunteer individuals.  Because of the disease 

most of their volunteers who are generally over 55 cannot help and the staff has had to work in 
their normal roll and fill in the work volunteers usually do.    
 Helping their rural clients has been a major challenge.  So they send their box truck out 

with food and have distributed 2,800 boxes of food to the tri-county area.  In just James City 
they gave away over 750 boxes of food in one day.   

 Some of the clerical work has been farmed out to volunteers at home. So far they have 
been COVID-free among the staff, clients and volunteers.  They are working collaboratively with 
their partners, agencies in the area, for transitional services.  One of the goals for the next sev-

eral years is to cement and improve on these relationships.  They hope to make sure their ser-
vices get to the outlying areas by going where these people are with outposts or mobile ser-

vices...whatever it takes.  They are committed to improved stability, improving on the past cou-
ple of years.   
 Zeb calls RCS a non-profit with a heart and says,  “we stand as a pillow and bridge in the 

community”. 

 



Last week’s crew -  8:15am to 10:15am: George Brake, Brant Bills 
and Dick Peebles.  10:15am to 11:30am:  Charlene Opel, Don and 
Karen Masch.  Cinda was there the entire time. 

 All have their temperatures taken at the door and must wear 
masks for the entire shift. Volunteers no longer go into the dining 
room at all. 

        Above is George Brake’s masterpiece salad.  There was no 
lettuce this week.  This is approximately a two foot diameter bowl 
of tomatoes, cucumber and onion to serve about 100 people.  
George estimated its weight at more than 20 pounds.  Cinda said 
there wasn’t even a lonely piece of onion left!!   
                               Great work, Rotarians. 



Janet– There has been a 

Mitch Khoury siting!  He is 

finally back playing golf.  

Deedra— $1 for Barton “I’m 

happy to be here”. 

Allen–   A happy $ for him. 

He had the most fantastic 

flight yesterday in his whole 

life.  He went with a friend to 

take a turbo-charge Columbia 

to Richmond VA to check out 

the plane.  His friend pro-

ceeded to dive and dip and 

make Allen concerned about 

the double cheeseburger he 

had just eaten. 

  

  

 Don added that our service to RCS will be cooking and packaging the food.  The RCS staff 

will take care of serving until further notice.   

 

 Brant described the cookie project “Cookies for First Responders” :  It will be at the First Bap-

tist Church Family Life Center.  The access is the parking lot at the corner of Hancock and Pollock.  

The room we are using is usually a gym or large meeting facility.  There will be tables set up for put-

ting the packages of cookies together for first responders. Gloves, sanitizers and packaging will be 

brought by Don.  There are 10 delivery spots planned for police, sheriff,  fire and EMTs.  He will 

send the list out.  Please let him know if you have other suggestions to add.  Then the packages will 

be delivered that day.  Some of the heroes know something is being delivered to them but not exactly 

what is happening.  Allen has reached out to Kitchen on the Trent for nourishment for the day. 

 

 The next live meeting after that will be at First Baptist Church, 9/24, at 7:30 AM.  Steve Ty-

son, Republican nominee for NC House of Representatives District 3, will be our guest speaker. 

Charlene— $1 just for being 

here.  It’s a beautiful day! 

Update from the 9/8  Board Meeting: 

-  we decided that in October, all of our meetings will be live, whether inside or outside.  One of those 
meetings will be at Battlefield Park, and will feature a presentation on the Battle of New Bern and the 

battlefield today. 
-  We also plan to have an evening social in place of a breakfast meeting.  Location and date TBD.  



 Use your Publix Senior discount today to bring 

these delicious cookies to the meeting tomorrow 

morning.  BTW….my package only had 11 cook-

ies. Really, count them. How did I know they are 

delicious, you ask?  I dare not answer lest I dis-

obey the first tenant of the Four Way Test 


