
 Reading John Nanni’s bio makes it look like some of us are just stand-
ing still.  He is a member of MOT Rotary Club in Middletown DE. His leader-
ship roles have included Secretary, Chair of both Website and District Polio-
Plus committees and club president 2019-20. He has given over 175 Polio 
talks to Rotary assemblies, conferences, RYLA, Roteract, Interact and Zone 
training seminars. After having requested he speak to us, Paige noted his 

name in the comments of a live event for Rise Against Hunger**.  
 He is doing way too much now to list. He spoke to us as a polio survivor. Obviously he 
was chosen to champion the cure….he was born only six months before the Salk Vaccine began 
being distributed, but born to a mother who researched and found the “Sister Kenny” method of 
treatment to polio victims with paralysis. By the time he went to school he had gone from being 
paralyzed from the neck down at six months old to playing many sports, albeit a little more 
slowly than most.  He has no memory of having polio. He is now challenged but in no way de-
feated by Post-Polio Syndrome issues. He uses a wheel chair most of the day. The sign on the 
back of the chair reads “66 years later this is what polio looks like when a child is not vacci-
nated”. He is now in “conserve to preserve” mode. 
 John took us briefly through his bout with active polio and the history of the virus. There 
are hieroglyphics 3,500 years ago showing a polio victim on crutches with one leg smaller than 
the other. He related the current pandemic to polio before the vaccine saying yesterday’s iron 
lungs are today's ventilators. In fact, during the next several months PolioPlus tools, workforce 
and extensive workforce networks will be used to help prevent the spread of COVID-19. Polio 
was as contagious in the 1950s as COVID-19 is now, being transmitted through a handshake by 
one person to many others before the original person had symptoms. Whole families were quar-
antined if one member came down with it. They did not know why some had severe symptoms 
and some had polio and never knew it. For every diagnosed case of paralytic polio there were 
as many as 200 people walking around with little or no symptoms. Both target specific age 
groups. It is felt that younger children were more affected by polio because children are more 
likely to put their hands into their mouths. Many summer rituals were cancelled. Victims felt 
abandoned when they were in the hospital.  
 You may remember that Jonas Salk refused to patent the vaccine, giving up billions of 
dollars. He felt that “our greatest responsibility is to be a good ancestors”.  
 Bill Gates says that for every dollar we spend on childhood immunizations we save $44 
on medical expenses; cost savings of not having to treat and maintaining their productivity dur-
ing their life. See John’s slides on the next page of other information about his talk. 
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**Did your parents ever use the phrase “birds of a feather flock together” to describe how you can judge 
a person by those with whom they associate?  Are we surprised our Paige has a connection to this very 
busy Rotarian?  



 

 

 

 

Each thin line represents a flight from one place in 
the world to another in a 24 hour period. 

 

 

 

 
Posted on the door of a quarantined family. 

Also see Rotary.org Corona virus 

for the role Rotary is playing in the 

pandemic. 



Membership Promotion  

Motto  

“Just Ask” 

 Foundation: 

       

     Deedra is excited to 

say we have received a 

grant of $2,746. for 

Kicks for Kids. District 

grants original from 

the annual fund dona-

tions. Three year’s interest on that 

fund is divided in half with half go-

ing back to clubs and half going to 

the foundation. 

Membership: 

     Richard has been 
exploring new ideas 
for membership 
possibilities.  He is 
also looking into 
possible corporate 

memberships.  He will have more on 
it at the future. We are all on the 
membership committee. 

CART: 
 

 How are those 

bowls of change 

coming along? 

Please send pic-

tures so we can 

show John in the 

Sprocket that he 

is not forgotten.      

Board: 
     Six of our club at-

tended a Zoom meeting 

which was organized by 

our district on how to 

increase Rotary mem-

bership. Dwight was 

proud of our attendance 

as other clubs had in the 

area had none to two 

attendees. 

Health and Happiness: 
 

Member Anniversary 
5/20 David Wilkins—21 yrs 

Partner Birthday 
5/17 Rick Prill (Lori Ann) 

Wedding Anniversary 
5/17 Maggie and Travis Wynn—6 yrs 
5/20 Todd and Lori Shuart—31 yrs 
      
     Ed gave us an update on former mem-
ber, Bill Baker: he is now on dialysis and 
using a walker as the result of a fall. Keep 
Bill in your thoughts!! 

Sprocket: 

 

All is well! 
      
 

Disaster:   

Warnings that this 
will be a very active 
storm season. A 
tropical storm is 
being watched 
right now. Be pre-
pared!! 

Highway Clean-up: 

 

Allen sent thanks to 

those who helped 

with the roadside 

pickup. 

It was determined 

that the mandatory take out was 

adding to the trash. The find of the 

day was a hazmat suit which was 

handled very carefully. 



 Top right picture is our speaker.  You can just 

barely see our guests today, Drew and Beary Davis.  
Drew: Thanks for attending and bringing Beary along!! 

Here’s a better picture of them. 



Deedra–  Cinda, Muffett 

(Cinda’s dog) and Deedra 

walked on a NC Wildlife trail, 

White First tract. They had been 

looking for the Latham-

Whitehurst Nature Park.  They 

will conquer that one next time! 

Geoerge O- $1.   He is very 

proud of his wife who is a mem-

ber of the Carolina Colours 

Mask-A-Teers.  They have made 

over 4,500 masks which have 

gone to nursing homes, doctors’ 

offices, Boys and Girls Club and 

more. 

Allen– Paid a dollar for his clean

-up crew:  Dwight, David 

Whitley, Tom, Cinda, Dick P, 

George O.!! 

Ed– $1 His backdrop this morn-

ing was a couple of F18 Hornets. 

His grandson works with them at 

Cherry Point. 

Barb– $10 for everyone who 

quickly found the new link for 

Zoom and made it to the meet-

ing. She felt responsible for los-

ing track of the fact that the 

original link that was only set up 

for two months which seemed 

like plenty of time when she set 

up the program!!  

Tom G–  Tom reminded us that 

our club was chartered May 9, 

35 years ago.  In all of my cut-

ting and pasting that date disap-

peared off of the masthead on 

the Sprocket.  I just added a pa-

per dollar to my CART bowl of 

change for forgetting the date 

was suppose to be there.! 

Dennis– added (for free he says as 

this is educational information) 

that the F35s are now totally run 

by computer.  Once the pilot signs 

the plane on to the computer the 

plane cannot revert back to man-

ual controls.  If anything goes 

wrong, the only move for the pilot 

to make is to push the eject button 

and watch millions of dollars 

crash into whatever is in the way.  

The good news is if the plane is on 

a mission and the pilot becomes 

disabled the mission is continued.  

That cannot be the reason for cre-

ating computer controls which 

cannot be disarmed…..right? 

Janet–  $1  I’m adding to the 

happy dollars.  Found my first 

tomato of the year after the 

meeting! 

We were all happy to have Dennis lead the Happy Dollar 
collection….we have been missing his commanding voice 



Downtown New Bern has been nominated as Best Main Street 

in the state as part of the 2020 Carolina's Finest Awards. Click 

here to vote: https://bit.ly/3eScbKS  

Under Main Street Downtown enter the following: 

Street Name:  Downtown New Bern 

Town:  New Bern. 

Voting ends June 30 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2F3eScbKS%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR2ybjQ1gDpAJEy0mE8HeDp_PcsEYhkWSsDogjj9rTUNj8HRjbj-hBL0e4k&h=AT1oTwa7P4IDFW-VoL5EUqPraZHpbvZ0OHSEq_7b55E0K679eCY_RBWw1pInwHrfnpZpDQ4itgt4sLgkyzVQ5mbAM_fS7IR5nmWabLYBz1gfMV6_RsJJfN5XTZ

