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 Our speaker, Mary Ann LeRay and her family 

are long-time Jones County residents.  She has been 
involved in many community activities and projects 

both in New Bern and Pollocksville.  Her talk to us to-
day was about her most recent —I’m going to say— 

calling….because as she describes it you can see the 
guidance she and the group were given. 

 She described the path along which a new or-
ganization started in 2014 has taken to the current time.  In 2014 a member of the 

Pollocksville Presbyterian Church left a substantial gift of money to that church and 
charged them with starting a new mission.  The original task force worked for three 

years to find and agree upon what that mission would be and how to make it hap-
pen.  They first established that because one of the ongoing gifts the church had 

given to the community was to feed people through RCS that this mission should 
continue along that theme.  They wanted to feed people spiritually, nutritionally 

and emotionally.  

 One of the church members donated an empty building next to the church 
for them to use as they wished.  As they toured the former Jenkins Gas and Oil 

building, they kept seeing the sign 1075 which indicates that the truck with that 
symbol is carrying propane.  They thought the 1075 was leading them to their mis-

sion.  The minister at that time said there is only one book in the bible with that 
many chapters and suggested looking up Psalm 107 verse 5 to see if it offers direc-

tion.  The verse says “all those who are hungry and thirsty their lives were slipping 
away”.  They came up with the name “The Filling Station” - representing the for-

mer use of the building and their current purpose, filling people. 
 Their mission became nutrition, education and connection. Partners include 

Dept of Social Services senior nutrition program (25 to 30 seniors) Monday through 
Friday and activities, a Lenoir Community College computer lab there, New Bern 

Radio Club meeting and accessing old tower for their connections to emergency 
management in Jones County in cases of disaster, Coastal Women’s Shelter. 
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 In April of 2018 they developed a board and secured appropriate edu-
cation.  They felt a sense of urgency to organize. About that time Hurricane 

Florence hit.  They became a disaster relief center.  They had already part-
nered with The Food Bank and served 10,000 people during the 14 week 

period, logging in over 85 volunteers and 250 donors.   
 In January of 2019 they went back to their main mission and opened 

their food pantry serving 70 to 80 people a week with 800 clients.  The 
Food Bank comes in every Tuesday and drops food items.  RCS also directs 

food they do not need to this facility. 
 There is also a tutoring program run by Joan Knight, wife of former 

radio and channel 10 personality Phil Knight.  She has helped 13 children 

advance their reading.  Joan says she has ‘delicious books’.  
 Following the format of RCS, The Filling Station board is made up 

from churches around Jones County.  After perusing Tharesa Lee to become 
Executive Director she has agreed in August to take on that position.  Their 

needs are donations of products and money and volunteers. 



Membership Promotion  

Motto  

“Just Ask” 

 Foundation: 

      

     We remain on tract 

to meet our goals and 

more. Thanks to every-

one for not letting the 

pandemic affect your 

giving spirit!  

     Also, the worldwide 

polio immunizations continue to 

move forward. 

Membership: 
 

     Richard was im-

pressed with the 

number of faces on 

the screen this week. 

He suggests we 

bring guests to the 

virtual meetings. 

CART: 

 

     Keep gather-

ing coins and 

paper money.  

We expect to put 

a big smile on 

John’s face at 

the first im per-

son meeting  

Board 

 

     No report. 

      

Health and Happiness: 
Member Anniversary 

4/30 Bette— 2yrs 
Partner Birthday 

5/5 Mike Bass (Joni)  
5/5 Linda Taylor (Bill) 
5/6 Kathleen Curtis (Alan) 
5/6 Nancy Fisher (Terry) 

Wedding Anniversary 
5/2 Annette & Dan Walker 39 yrs 
5/6 Joni & Mike Bass 14 yrs 
5/6 Mitch & Barbara  37 yrs 
5/6 Chris & Ritchie  YRS 
5/6 Alan & Kathleen 41 yrs 

Sprocket: 

      

     All is well.  

Thanks for the 
articles and funny 

items! 

Disaster:   
 

     Thankfully, no 

report. 

 



Deedra– Has a clean front porch 

for all to social distance while 

visiting. 

Brent– $2 His daughter’s boss 

(Dwight) made her work today 

so they got to have the grand-

children overnight. $2 He has a 

connection to each of Ed’s al-

most vacation spots: His daugh-

ter went to Clemson where one 

graduation was and they moved 

from very near the vet school Ed 

had expected to visit for the 

other graduation. 

Jeff- $5. During his marriage he 

has always travelled 30 to 

50,000  miles a year. He is in-

credibly happy to say they have 

done very well being together for 

such a long period. Well, that’s 

his version! 

Simon- $2: This is the one-year 

anniversary of Penny coming 

home after a very long illness in 

the hospital. They will be help-

ing a friend in England with a 

writing project whose first lan-

guage is Italian. 

Ed– He and Mimi had plans to 

travel and be away from home 

for about a month. He’s sad to 

miss two graduations and a wed-

ding but happy to stay home. 

Paige– She is so excited! They 

have a contract on a lot in Wil-

mington and have picked out 

everything for their house to be 

built. Sad that she is leaving but 

will be in New Bern until Octo-

ber an then will only be 1 hour 

and 28 minutes away. 

George– Glad to see his old 

friend Lou Balogh visiting today. 

Mike D– From a parents per-

spective he feels the teachers 

have one a stellar job with the 

distance education. They have 

engaged and educated the chil-

dren and held them accountable 

for their presence and work. He 

feels the situation has really been 

great for families putting them in 

a position to realize how impor-

tant the quality time is as op-

posed to the running around try-

ing to make every available extra 

curricular activity. 

Dwight– Yesterday he let the 

Epiphany families know that 

they would be finishing the year 

online. Independent schools do 

not have to follow closings man-

dated by the counties but all 

have closed during the pan-

demic. Children around the 

world are out of school. 

Janet– Just another reminder 

that I am still in the real estate 

business.  

      After his happy dollar Dwight mentioned 
bringing a check to our first meeting to pay for 
all of our happy dollars. Of course, someone 
asked “what’s a check”?.  He let us know that he 
is teaching a US Government and Economics 
class to the 12th graders this year and what a 
time in our country’s history to be doing so!! 



 In addition to the above Simon, Don, Karen, Mike Davis, Gene Foster (via car 

phone then computer!), Ramona and William.  You will see Mary Ann LeRay, our speaker 
in the bottom right picture and a visiting Rotarian from Havelock, Lou Balogh. 

 To those of you who are not making the virtual meetings, please email or text me 
an update on how you are doing with social distancing so I can pass the word on.  Has 

anyone been diagnosed with CoVid?   



Funny Church Bulletin Announcements                                                 
Contributed by Dale Elks  
 
Thank you dead friends.  
The outreach committee has enlisted 25 visitors to make calls on people who are not af-
flicted with any church.  
Remember in prayer the many who are sick of our church and community  
Potluck supper Sunday at 5pm — prayer and medication to follow.  
 Newsletters are not being sent to absentees because of their weight  


