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Craven county Sheriff  

Chip Hughes 
    Sheriff Hughes was elected 11/06/2018 and he hit the ground running. He had a 

plan to dust off and polish a department that was laagering in the past. Not really 

meant as a criticism, the 24 year long administration just did not have the experience 

Chip Hughes has.  

    His time in the military and NC State Police provided him with knowledge of what 

the Craven County Sheriff could and should be….how to best use our tax dollars and how to fight for 

more. His statewide contacts have helped him fulfill his campaign promises.  

    His number one priority was the opioid and fentanyl epidemic. Drug overdoses are causing more 

deaths in our area than any medical problem. He found the problem to be worse than it appeared from 

the outside. His actions include moving from the attempt to “enforce your way out of it” to education in 

the schools and jails. Another goal is to make doing drug business in our area so difficult the bad guys 

will go somewhere else. To that end the department has seized $5 million worth (street value) of con-

traband in 16 months. The most recent arrests were made just 1,000 feet from Bangert Elementary the 

day before he spoke to us. They seized crystal meth and found and arrested an Aryan Brotherhood 

gang member, a convicted felon for position of weapons, money, meth, money, cocaine. 

     Not long ago the crime suppression unit with the help of the canine squad reinstituted by Sheriff 

HUghes took a kilo of cocaine and half a kilo of fentanyl (8,000 dosage units) “off the road”.  Every 

week the canines make finds.  

     He has partnered with CCC and the “Keys to Success” program. The staff has been taught how to 

help inmates who want to change learn life lessons and skills to make them successful so they don’t 

return to jail. The department now has a program to get lesser offenders out of jail sooner….not by 

mandate. Instead they earn their way out by working in unskilled jobs for the county. There are al-

ready success stories. Participants in the various programs are already coming back to his office and 

letting him know they are working, taking care of their families and not dependent on other people.  

They say happily that they are off of drugs and their children are proud of them. 

     Interestingly enough, one of his other priorities, animal abuse, has led to finding those involved in 

many other illegal practices.  

     There are many, many other areas the department is now cleaning up. He will be going before the 

commissioners for additional funds. There are only seven officers on the road on “a good day” to be 

reactive. He and the office deputies also take calls. He would like to increase response time from 11 

minutes to 8 minutes with 4 more officers and more vehicles and the needed increase in equipment. 

There has not been an increase in road deputies in over 25 years. When Sheriff Hughes asked why he 

was told because no one asked for one.  



Disaster:   
FEMA is redrawing the flood maps 

with changes to become effective in 

June. Changes will affect insurance, 

how homes are built...not many 

more will be built on a slab. There 

will be properties in a flood zone 

which were not before. For a full 

explanation and to check on your 

property hir CTRL click here 

https://fris.nc.gov/fris/  or copy and 

paste the link in your browser. 
Membership: 

  Expect an in-

duction at the 

next meeting. 

Membership Promotion  

Motto  

“Just Ask” 

CART: 

The funds we 

donate provide 

grants for grad 

students study-

ing Alzheimer's. 

Sprocket: 

Remember 

to forward 

the sprocket 

to your 

guests. 
 Foundation: 

No report 

https://fris.nc.gov/fris/


Janet won the $22. lunch money.  She 

missed the big money by just 2 cards! 
The queen, with $503, lives. 

 

Dates to Remember 

  

  

EMPTY BOWLS II 

  

March 20 Friday - Tapas and auction. 
Cash bar. Bank of the Arts. $50. 

  
                               RCS 

  

March 6 Friday -  Cook and serve lunch 
at RCS. Call Cinda for details and to sign 
up. 

  

Fund Raiser 

  
  

March 13 Support “Shamrockin’”, 6-10 
PM (traditional Irish dinner 6-8:30 PM) at 
the NC History Center 
  

May 5 Tuesday - Club game night. 
 
  

  
OUT OF TOWN OPPORTUNITIES 
  

June 6-10 - Rotary International Conven-
tion, Honolulu, Hawaii.  Register at  
Www.RIConvention.org. 

 

  

Visitors 

  

 Brant Bills’ (L) last 

meeting as a visitor 
and Jeff Opel’s sec-

ond visit. 

   We were very pleased 

to host visiting Rotarians 
and their St. Paul Lu-

theran associates from 
PA for breakfast today. 

This is their second visit 
to New Bern to offer re-

construction help for 
those in need because of 

hurricane damage. 

 

****** 
Coincidentally, Tom Gin-

grich had seen their bus 
and snapped a picture. 

Hopefully, his insurance 

person will excuse such 
driving habits.   

Health and Happiness 

Member Anniversary 
     2/28 Eileen Bress—12 years 
       3/1  Gary Brown—28 years 
       3/1  Curt Mostellar—28 years 
       3/3  Ashley Inizarry—3 years   



As happens when 

we give of our time to 

others, Barbara is 

nothing short of joyous 

over her trip to Hondu-

ras.    The dictionaries 

delivered to the or-

phanage were well-

received by both the 

faculty and students.  

See the next page for 

details of this mission.   

 

Editor’s Choice 
Best smile of the 

day. Thanks, 

Maggie, for bright-

ening our day!! 

A Happy Dollar 

was given to 

thank Simon 

for his work 

on our Web-

site. In par-

ticular he has 

done a won-

derful job with 

recent updates 

highlighting 

the work and 

fundraising 

efforts for Kicks for Kids. 

     Bob is happy to 

be here.  And he 

wanted us to know 

that during a recent 

visit his daughter-

in-law expressed a 

great fondness for 

New Bern.  

Hummm….future 

member?? 

Water safety volun-

teers needed March 5, 

10, 11, 12, 17, 18, 19, 

24, 25, 26, 27, 31 and April 1, 2.  

Register at: 

TRYMCA.VolunteerMatters.org 

Time to sign up for Summer Day 

Camp at the same Website!! 

      We were very 

happy to celebrate 

with Bette today.  

She is six years clear 

of breast cancer... 

..for the second 

time.  Well, we 

know what an over 

achiever she is. 

Enough Bette!!! 

Many       $$ recently given 

for this event!! 

See our 

calendar, 

this edi-

tion, for 

a follow-

up event. 

Lori Ann and Linda… a 

huge part of the driving 

force behind success of 

Empty Bowls. 



     Our first trip to San Pedro Sula, Honduras with the 

“Operation Honduras” organization was where we met the direc-
tor of the ElRefugio orphanage.  Our team was there to build a 

second floor onto an existing building to give them additional classroom 
space.  The Director of El Refugio, Christof Witwer (originally from Switzerland) 

was also a member of one of the three local Rotary clubs and took us to his 
weekly meeting. 

     While onsite, we had many opportunities to chat with the children living there 
and to see their K-6th grade school and teachers.  However, it wasn’t until our 

second trip to Honduras that we chatted with Christof about the “dictionary pro-
ject” in which many clubs in the US participate.  He had never heard of it, but 

was intrigued.   
     So prior to our third visit, my husband Edwin 

and I asked Christof if he’d be willing to have his 
teachers involved in a pilot program, where we’d 

supply dictionaries for a grade level or two of his 

students.  

In July 2018 Barbara and Edwin moved to New Bern.  In March of 2019 the Breakfast Rotary club was 
very fortunate to receive Barbara as a member.  Her prior Rotary service is impressive.  She continues 
with the project depicted in this first of three articles about “Operation Honduras”: 

 Joined Rotary in January, 2007  (District 7410, Zone 32) 

 Club President – Lehighton Rotary Club – 2009-10 

 Assistant Governor – 2011-12 

 Governor track:  2013-2016 

 RI Global Grant lead – 2017-2018 

The ElRefugio Orphanage  

sixth grade  

Third day of additional classroom 

build at the school 



To Brighten Your Day 

  

One honest voice can be louder than a crowd.  Anonymous 

 

 

 Other people’s short-comings may be a direct result of your lack of knowledge. 

 
 

It doesn't take a whole village to raise a child right, but it does take a 
parent to stand up to the kid and say 'NO!'  Andy Rooney (I took out part of the original 

quote: ‘...and smack their little behinds when necessary…’) 
 

Words of Wisdom 

 A married couple in their early 60s was out celebrating their 35th wedding anniver-

sary in a quiet, romantic little restaurant. Suddenly, a tiny yet beautiful fairy ap-
peared on their table and said, "For being such an exemplary married couple and 

for being faithful to each other for all this time, I will grant you each a wish." "Oh, I 
want to travel around the world with my darling husband" said the wife.  

 
The fairy waved her magic wand and—poof! - two tickets for the Queen Mary II 

luxury liner appeared in her hands. 
 

Then it was the husband's turn. He thought for a moment and said: "Well, this is 
all very romantic, but an opportunity like this will never come again. I'm sorry my 

love, but my wish is to have a wife 30 years younger than me.  
 

The wife, and the fairy, were deeply disappointed, but a wish is a wish….So the 
fairy waved her magic wand and -                       (see punch line and moral below) 

poof! - the husband became 92 years old. 

The moral of the story: Men, who are ungrateful 
ba*****s, should remember ….. fairies are female! 

The Sprocket is a fair and balanced publication.  Here is the offset to last week’s blond woman joke: 

  

Did you know that 2 or 3 glasses of wine a day can lessen your chances 
of giving a hoot! 

 *************************************************************************************************************** 

 Pilates??? 
I thought you said pie and lattes. 

 *************************************************************************************************************** 

Sign outside of a restaurant:  Unmanaged children will be given  
an espresso and a free kitten. 

 

And if you find yourself having the worse day of your life….you know you will never laugh again, just copy 
and paste this link:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V4vcOmNXqjc  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V4vcOmNXqjc

